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Truck Safety Inspection
By law, certain vehicles are required to obtain a Safety Certificate annually or 

semi-annually before they can be operated on Illinois highways. Here are 
some steps that can be taken to prepare for safety testing in Illinois:

Documentation: 

Cleanliness:

Visual Inspection: 

Brakes and Tires: 

Lights and Signals: 

Horn and Mirrors: 

Safety Equipment: 

Fluid Levels: 

Gather current vehicle registration and insurance documents along 
with any previous inspection reports.

Clean your truck inside and out. A well-maintained appearance 
reflects positively during inspections. 

Address any visible issues such as broken lights, cracked windshields, 
or damaged mirrors.

Make sure the brake pads, rotors, and drums are in good condition. 
Verify tires have sufficient tread and are properly inflated.

Check all headlights, taillights, turn signals, and brake lights. 
Replace any burnt-out bulbs or malfunctioning lights.

Ensure the horn is working properly and adjust mirrors for optimal 
visibility.

Verify safety equipment such as fire extinguishers, warning 
triangles, and first aid kits are present and functional. 

Check fluid levels, including oil, coolant, and windshield washer 
fluid. Top off any low levels.

Schedule Inspection: Contact an official Illinois testing station to schedule your inspection.

idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/transportation-safety/vehicle-inspections




