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Excavation and Trench 
Safety

1. Protective Systems:  Use s loping, benching, shor ing, and trench boxes.

2. Prevent Collapses: Support t rench s ides and store mater ia ls  safe ly.

3. Barriers:  Insta l l  around excavat ions; keep vehic les out or use stop-blocks.

4. Underground Services: Mark and avoid; use spades or shovels,  not
picks and forks.

5. Flood Prevention: Have pumping equipment ready i f  necessary.
Key Points:

• Excavat ions or trenches 5 '  deep or greater  require a protect ive system.
• An exi t  ladder must be located with in 25'  of  workers.
• Never enter an unprotected excavat ion or trench.
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