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Rural Intersection Alert: Blind Spots
Rural  intersect ions  are unpredictable  due to l imited v is ib i l i ty  and 

unexpected hazards .  Pay close attent ion to bl ind spots  which may hide 
oncoming vehicles,  unsuspect ing cycl i s ts ,  pedestr ians,  wander ing wi ld l i fe,  
or  other surpr i s ing  e lements.  As you t ravel  your  roads keep these safety 
pract ices in mind:

Veri fy Twice:  Obstacles l ike h i l l s ,  vegetat ion,  or  s t ructures can block  your
vis ion at  rural  cross roads.  Decelerate and ensure the path i s  
c lear—not once,  but  twice.

Predict Obstructions:  Be aware of  areas where your  v i s ion might be  h indered
and approach with ext ra care.  S ide mir rors  are   helpfu l ,  but  they 
have thei r  l imi ts .

Angle Awareness:  Intersect ions may be angled oddly,  so turn fu l ly ,  not  just
with a head swivel ,  to survey al l  poss ib le t raf f ic and hazards.

Nightt ime Vigi lance:  Low l ight  condit ions necess i tate heightened  a lertness .
I l luminate your  t ravel  path with h igh beams when i t ’ s  safe and 
necessary.

Road Condit ion Readiness:  Ant ic ipate and adapt to inclement  weather  and
i r regular  road sur faces l ike gravel ,  that could al ter  your  
vehic le’s  response.

Signs and Signals:  Obey al l  t raf f ic contro l  s igns.  At  unmarked  intersect ions,
assume you’re unseen and others  might not  y ie ld.

Mirror Optimization:  Adjust  your  mi r rors  to min imize bl ind spots ,  but  a l so
perform quick shoulder  checks for  a comprehens ive v iew.

Limit  Distractions:  Stay focused.  Lower radio volume and pause al l
conversat ions when approaching intersect ions.




